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The Aftermath of Groundhog’s Day

I’m sure most of you heard that Punxsutawney Phil popped his little head out on 
February 2nd, saw his shadow, and cursed us all with another six weeks of winter (allegedly). 
I say “allegedly” because ‘ole Punxsutawney Phil’s meteorological abilities are a bit of an old 
wive’s tale.

After what seemed the like whole country went through a snowstorm and cold spell for a 
few weeks, I began to think that maybe I was wrong about everyone’s favorite rodent 
meteorologist. So, I did a little research & came across a nice article on livescience.com. 
Turns out, Phil is only right about his weather prediction 39% of the time (less than a flip of a 
coin!). 

This realization made me feel much better about the upcoming weeks and month. Then, 
to top things off, the weather really started to turn! We’ve been seeing highs in the 40s and 
50s and I’m not going to complain about that!

You might be saying to yourself right now, “Mr. York, where are you going with this? 
What does some groundhog in Pennsylvania have to do with me in Nebraska?” Well, I feel 
Punxsutawney Phil can be a bit of a metaphor for us all. There can be days you wake up, “see 
your shadow,” and want to jump back into your hole. But, that won’t do you, or anyone else in 
your life, any good. We have to remember there will always be snow storms in our lives, 
occasionally, they’ll last weeks! However, we cannot forget about what comes next; the 
beautiful sun, melting the snow, bringing us the beginning of Spring (hopefully soon!). Before 
you know it, we will all be outside, smelling the roses, enjoying the hot sun, all but forgetting 
about that awful snowstorm. 

So, the moral of the story is, don’t let the shadow from one day effect the rest of your 
life. You never know what sunshine is right around the corner. We have made it through 
almost three quarters of school and it has been hard at times, but I cannot be more proud of 
how our students, staff, and community have responded. Thank you for always looking past 
the “shadow” and moving forward with all of us.

Thank you,

Mr. Jim York

Principal, O’Neill Elementary School

https://www.livescience.com/


A Few Announcements...

● While winter is winding down, it can still be cold. That said, we have had many students show 
up to school without the proper winter coats or gloves. We have some extra hats, coats, and 
gloves. However, if your student does have a winter coat, please make sure he/she wears 
them to school.

● If your child is/will be gone from school, please contact the office so we can know about your 
child’s whereabouts. 

● Many of our students have been wearing sweatshirts to school on a regular basis, which is 
great. But, after two or three days of continuous wear, the sweatshirts can become dirty and a 
bit smelly. Please remember to wash those sweatshirts periodically.

Eagle Way Minute

The Eagle Way isn’t just an expectation at home. It’s also an 
expectation throughout life, including on social media & the 
Internet. That said, here are some tips for doing things the 
Eagle Way during bed time.

● Be Safe-Brush teeth EVERY NIGHT!
● Be Respectful-Pick out my clothes for tomorrow.
● Be Responsible-Go to bed at my designated bed time.
●



Upcoming Dates

March 1-5---Read Across America Week

March 9th---End of 3rd Quarter

March 10th-12th---No School

March 17th---Kindergarten Sneak Peek

March 22nd---No PRESCHOOL due to Preschool Sneak Peek

March 30th---K-3rd Grade Spring Music Program @ the High School    
Times TBA



READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK @ OES

To celebrate Read Across America Week, we at OES are having different 
themed days. Participation is encouraged!

MONDAY, MARCH 1st--FOX IN SOX DAY (WEAR CRAZY SOCKS)

TUESDAY, MARCH 2nd--CHARACTER DAY (DRESS AS YOUR FAVORITE 

BOOK CHARACTER)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3rd--WACKY WEDNESDAY (GET SILLY, WEAR 

YOUR CLOTHES BACKWARDS, INSIDE OUT, OR MISMATCHED)

THURSDAY, MARCH 4th--CAPS FOR SALE DAY (WEAR YOUR FAVORITE 

OR CRAZIEST HAT)

FRIDAY, MARCH 5th--LLAMA LLAMA RED PAJAMA DAY (PAJAMA DAY)











 

 

Developing Eagles Summer Program is planning to be open this summer! May 
24-July 23, 2021! Hours are Monday through Friday with doors opening at 7:45 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Some of the things we will do this summer are games, gardening, crafts, field trips, 
swimming, outdoor adventures, and hanging with your friends.

To join us, fill out an application, turn it in to the Elementary school office or to the 
Developing Eagles office by May 14th to hold your spot. Applications can be picked 
up at the office or online at the school website under Developing Eagles.  
Breakfast, lunch and snack will be provided FREE to all students attending by Lunch 
Time Solutions.

Cost-if you qualify for free or reduced lunch, our program is FREE. All other 
students are $12.00 a day or $24.00 a day per family.

 

Deb Sawyer-Developing Eagles Director

debsawyer@oneillschools.org
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